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W illiam “Read” Richardson passed away Thursday, January 4th after a nearly

two decade battle with cancer. Read was born on June 23, 1950 in New
Orleans, LA to the late Joseph Francis Richardson Sr. and the late Gail Read

Richardson. He was preceded in death by his grandchildren Matthew and Chase

Cooper and his son-in-law David Sweitzer. He is survived by his loving and devoted
wife and soulmate of 48 years Patricia Skornik Richardson, his three girls Lindsay

Sweitzer, Christine Richardson (Chris Gainey), and Megan Richardson (Chris
Menge), as well as his three grandchildren, Grady and Lila Cooper and Jackson

Sweitzer. He is also survived by his 4 siblings, Michael (Mary), Karen, Peter, and Joe.

Read spent most of his life in New Orleans before moving his family to Covington. He graduated
from St. Paul’s High School in 1968 where he and his team placed second in the state finals in
basketball. He attended college at the University of Southwestern Louisiana in Lafayette where he

met the love of his life, Pat. His successful pool business earned him the name “The Pool Guru”.
Read would always talk about completing a marathon as his greatest accomplishment second to
his three girls. Read loved to spend time in the kitchen, creating delicious new meals for his

family and friends. His sense of humor was infectious; he was known for being the king of a good
dad joke. If there was a dance floor, he was on it. If there was good music, he was singing along

with it.

In the 73 years that Read lived, he was so many things to so many people. He was a son, a brother,
a hero, a husband, a dad, a grandfather, an uncle, and a friend. His battle with cancer showed his

admirable strength and ability to give 110% each day with such positivity. Just like his mother,
Read was never one to complain, and his fight and perseverance were an inspiration to all who

knew him. Seeing his three girls grow into strong and independent women brought him
immense pride and joy. In more recent and quiet times, Read would express to Pat that he felt he
lived a great life with no regrets and was so thankful for all the experiences and memories he

made with dear friends and family. Read will truly be missed by all who knew him but especially
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by Pat and their three daughters. He was our “go-to” when life got rough, our comfort when we
needed clarity, the one we could always count on for sound advice. Because of him we have the

hearts of a lion. He would not want us to cry because he is gone, he would instead want us to be
happy for the fulfilling life he lived.

The family would like to express their deepest gratitude to everyone at Mary Bird Perkins and
Tulane Medical who that have taken such amazing care of him over the past two decades.

In the words of his favorite musician,“Some of it’s magic, some of it’s tragic, But I had a good life

all the way” Jimmy Buffett.

Friends and relatives are invited to attend a visitation at St. Peter’s Church, 125 E. 19th Avenue,

Covington, Louisiana on Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. with Mass following at 11:00
a.m. An interment will follow in St. Joseph Abbey Cemetery. The Richardson family invites you to
share thoughts, fondest memories, and condolences online via the E. J. Fielding Funeral Home

Guest Book at www.ejfieldingfh.com. Donations can be made to The Guild at Raphael Village,
https://raphaelvillage.org/support-our-work/donate.
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Visitation

St. Peter Catholic Church

125 E. 19th Street, Covington LA 70433

Mass

St. Peter Catholic Church

125 E. 19th Street, Covington LA 70433

Interment

St. Joseph Abbey Cemetery

75376 River Rd., Saint Benedict LA
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Thursday, January 11, 2024

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

Thursday, January 11, 2024

11:00 AM CT

Thursday, January 11, 2024
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=30.4735714,-90.1013666
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=30.4735714,-90.1013666
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=30.5269074,-90.1122787
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FC

Pat Richardson January 13 at 10:09 AM

We greatly appreciate your kind words and prayers. Pat

Frank Cusimano posted:

My deepest sympathy to the Read Richardson family. I am Frank Cusimano. Read and I lived in the

same neighborhood on Palmer Ave. and went to the same grammar school at Holy Name of Jesus.

Read and I had a good friendship as boys. I ask God to bless Read's soul with His love and joy. I pray

for the family to receive a greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit as a comfort to Read's family.God

bless all with His love.Frank Cusimano

January 12 at 8:37 AM

PR

BA

Pat Richardson January 13 at 10:11 AM

Thank you dear friends. Xo

Barbara posted:

Read will be missed by all … Our love and prayers go out to Pat and his girls .Barbara and Marty

Claiborne

January 10 at 2:32 AM

PR

MD

Pat Richardson January 13 at 10:16 AM

So sweet and touching, Mike. We do have many fond memories! We will miss our “Gentle

Giant.” Hugs, Pat

Michael & Lisa Dugger posted:

Pat, Lindsay, Christine & Megan, I am so sorry to hear about Read. He will never be forgotten by the

Dugger family and all the good times our families shared together. New Year's Eve extravaganzas at

your home, Mardi Gras (Olympia) St. Paul's, etc. but especially watching Read smile with pride about

his wife and daughters. I guess I will always think of Read as a "Gentle Giant"-never a cross word or

loud, always there if needed, and thought of others before himself. I will miss you, my friend. Mike

Dugger

January 9 at 9:10 AM

PR
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LB Love, Erin And Joey Bivona sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Richardson

family.

January 9 at 6:21 AM

TR

Pat Richardson January 13 at 10:13 AM

Read was always very appreciative of the nurses who took care of him. We’re so thankful.

Tiffanie Rawls posted:

Read was such a great man, i enjoyed taking care of him through the years. He was one of a kind for

sure. Love, Tiffanie

January 9 at 4:08 AM

PR

LG Larry And Debbie Gainey sent a Serene Retreat to the Richardson family.

January 8 at 4:13 PM

TL Terry, Crystal, And Larry planted a Memorial Tree in honor of William.

January 8 at 2:20 PM

Anonymous sent a Serene Reflections Bouquet to the Richardson family.

January 8 at 2:20 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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